Union Township Municipal Water & Sewer 

Fact Sheet

As of 1-1-2015
The following is presented to provide information on the fees and charges currently in effect to receive service from the Township’s Water and Sewer Systems.

Water Lateral Fee-  The water lateral fee per front foot is intended to recover cost of installing the water lines adjacent to homes and businesses in the immediate area.  The basis for setting the front foot charge is the actual cost of constructing the water lines, which will vary from area to area depending on such things as soil conditions, weather, and cost of materials.  These water lines are available in certain areas for property owners to hook on as soon as the appropriate lateral fee has been paid.  The Township has reduced the front foot charge for existing lateral in light of the system benefit fee, which is explained below.  The current lateral charge is from $12.50 to $33.00 per front foot depending on the area served.  Township officials have made provisions for the lateral charge to be paid in full at the time of connection or to be spread over a five-year period with interest on the unpaid balance.

Water System Benefit Fee-  The water system benefit fee was implemented to help pay for certain costs of the water system at-large as opposed to the lateral fee which pays only for the water lines.  In the past, these cost, such as new water wells, storage tanks, pumping stations, iron removal facilities, etc…, have mostly been paid through special assessment charges.  This method worked fine when the water system was just starting out and servicing only single-family residential dwellings.  Now and in the future however, the Township will likely provide service to many large water users such as commercial, industrial, apartments, and mobile home parks, which tend to place a greater demand on the system as a whole.  It is unfair to charge single-family dwellings for the investment that must be made to provide the water volume necessary to service these larger users.  Most municipal water systems have incorporated a system benefit fee to recover system related costs based on the number of residential equivalents (REU) that they represent.  The system benefit fee does not represent an increase in single-family residential customers due to a corresponding reduction in the front foot charge.

Water Hook Up Fee – New customers will pay a hook-up fee to provide the tap to the customer property line.  This fee, currently is set at $1150.00 per unit for a one inch service and includes a 5/8” meter.  For any service larger than a one-inch service this fee will be calculated at the time of permitting.  The water hook up fee is payable in full at the time of connection.  For new construction hookup fee is payable when building permit is issued.

Sewer Hook Up Fee – New customers will pay a hook-up fee to provide the tap to the customer’s property line.  This fee is based on the number of residential equivalents for the property.  The fee is currently $2,550.00  per residential equivalent.  The fee is payable in full at the time of connection.  For new construction hookup fee is payable when building permit is issued.

Hookup Cost

As of January 1, 2015
Water

5/8” meter and 1” service



$1,150.00
Benefit Fee (per residential equivalent)

$1,050.00

Lateral Fee




(please call or e-mail for specific cost)

Sewer

1 – Residential Equivalent



$2,550.00

Above cost are based on a typical single family home. Above prices do not include services larger than a 1” service with a 5/8” meter or services for other uses.  For specific cost please contact the Union Township Utility Department at 989-772-4600 ext. 223 & 224 ksmith@uniontownshipmi.com 

