CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF UNION

Board of Trustees

Regular Meeting

A regular meeting of the Charter Township of Union Board of Trustees was held on

August 27, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. at the Union Township Hall.

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

Roll Call

Supervisor Collin, Clerk Henry, Treasurer Supka, Trustees Alwood, Horton, McDonald and Verwey were present. 

Others Present

Superintendent Plowman

Approval of Minutes

August 13, 2008 – regular meeting

Alwood moved McDonald supported to approve the August 13, 2008 regular meeting minutes as presented.  Ayes: all.  Motion carried.

Financial Report

Financial report was accepted as submitted.

a.) Budget Amendments

None

b.) Motion to pay the bills and payroll

General Fund, Construction Code, Sewer Fund and Water Fund check #s 9936-9989

Payroll Fund Check #s18451-18523
Supka moved Henry supported to pay the bills and approve payroll as submitted.  

Ayes: all.  Motion carried.

Correspondence

· EDDA meeting minutes 7-31-08

· Mt. Pleasant City Commission meeting minutes 8-11-08

Approval of Agenda

Add under “New Business” 2.)  Union Grievance and renumber 

Supka moved Alwood supported to approve the agenda as amended.  Ayes: all.  Motion carried.

Public Comment

No comments were offered.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1.) Adopt Ordinance 2007-07 – International Fire Code

Supka moved McDonald supported to adopt Ordinance 2007-07- International Fire Code with the change in wording in the Fee Schedule portion of the code from shall to may as recommended by the township attorney.  Roll call vote – Ayes: Collin, Supka, McDonald, Alwood and Henry.  Nays: Verwey.  Absent: Horton.  Ordinance declared adopted.
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NEW BUSINESS
     1,)  Step Increase – Kevin Crawford 

Verwey moved Henry supported to accept the Superintendent and Mike Dearing’s recommendation and approve the step increase from 2 years to 3 years for Kevin Crawford effective September 21, 2008.  His rate will be from $15.12 per hour to $16.14 per hour.  Ayes: all.  Motion carried.

2.) Union Grievance

Randy Robinson AFSCME Local 6141 Chapter Chair presented the grievance (copy attached) to the Board.

Steve Girard the township labor attorney addressed the Board and stated that the township does not feel that this is a valid grievance because there is no part of the grievance that is in violation of the contract, and it is not in violation of the contract for an employee to receive preferential treatment. 

Robinson stated that he wants it noted that the township attorney has stated that certain benefits are being allowed for one employee, but did not mention that other employees do not get those benefits 

Supka moved Alwood supported to table this item until the September 10, 2008 meeting, so the Board has time to review the information provided at this meeting.  Ayes: 3.  

Nays: 3.  Motion fails.

Verwey moved Henry supported to deny the grievance (copy attached) filed by AFSCME Local 6141.  Ayes: 5.  Nays: 1.  Motion carried.

3.) Bids for Fencing in McDonald Park
Supka moved Henry supported to accept the Supervisor’s recommendation and approve the bid from Thrush Construction for fencing in McDonald Park in the amount of $8,350.57.  Ayes: all.  Motion carried.

4.) Bids for Sealing and Striping Parking Lots at the Township Hall

McDonald moved Supka supported to accept the Supervisor’s recommendation and approve the bid from I-Deal Seal Coating for the sealing and striping of the parking lots at the township hall in the amount of $1,259.00.  Ayes: all.  Motion carried.

5.) Purchase Aerial Picture of Park and Hall

Henry moved Verwey supported to approve the purchase of an aerial photo and CD of the township hall and McDonald Park from American Views in the amount of $279.00.  Ayes: all.  Motion carried. 

6.) Bids for New Roof at the Shop on Mission Road

Alwood moved Verwey supported to accept the Utility Department’s recommendation and approve the bid from Prout Construction for the removal, disposal of old roof and installation of the new roof at the shop on Mission Road in the amount of $3,991.10.  Ayes: all.  Motion carried.
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7.) Late Fee Waiver Request – Marc and Alaina Wills

Verwey moved Alwood supported to follow the township ordinance and deny the late fee waiver request for Marc and Alaina Wills.  Ayes: all.  Motion carried.

8.) Gourdie Fraser Contract – East Side Iron Removal Upgrade & Well Site

Craig Goodrich from Gourdie Fraser and Associates presented the contract to the Board.

Supka moved McDonald supported to approve the contract (alternate number 2) with  Gourdie Fraser for the upgrading of the iron removal facilities and wells at the Isabella Well Site in the amount of $240,300.00. Results of the aquafir analysis will be reported to the Board upon completion.  Ayes: 4.  Nays: 2.  Motion carried.

9.) Gourdie Fraser – Sewer Infiltration Study Report

Joe Elliott and Jennifer Hodges of Gourdie Fraser and Associates presented the Sewer Infiltration Study Report to the Board.

   10.)  Land Division – Joan Boettner, Parcel #37-14-032-10-005-01 and 37-14-032-001-09

      Alwood moved Verwey supported to approve the land division for Joan Boettner, parcel 

           #37-14-032-10-005-01 and 37-14-032-001-09.  Ayes: all.  Motion carried.

Other Business

· Supka commended the Public Works Coordinator, Kim Smith and township employees on an outstanding MIOSHA Inspection and would like a copy of the report placed on file with the minutes

· Supka commended the utility department workers on the force main break at Mission and Deerfield Roads.  She also stated that Isabella Corporation did a great job. The utility coordinator was instructed to send them a letter thanking them for their help.
· Supka addressed the Board and stated that one of  the reasons for her no vote on the union grievance was due to lack of information made available before the meeting and in the future would like the information in the packet before the meeting.  The Board advised the Supervisor that they would like to see the union grievances step by step.
· Verwey stated that he would be attending the Isabella County Road Commission meeting on August 28, 2008.
Extended Public Comment

No comments were offered.

Adjournment

The Chair adjourned the meeting at 8:59 p.m.
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APPROVED BY:                        ___________________________________________






Margie Henry, Clerk




               ___________________________________________






James T. Collin, Supervisor

(Recorded by Kathy Blizzard)
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