CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF UNION

Board of Trustees

Regular Meeting

A regular meeting of the Charter Township of Union Board of Trustees was held on

February11, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. at the Union Township Hall.

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

Roll Call

Supervisor Barker, Clerk Gallinat, Treasurer Stovak, Trustees Dinse, Lannen, Mikus and Verwey were present.

Others Present

Utility Coordinator Kim Smith and Assessor Pat DePriest
Approval of Minutes

1-14-09 – regular meeting
Add under “New Business” 1.) budget and proposed intersection at Isabella Rd.  Change under 2.) $52.00 to $50.00 and 7.) Road Committee to Road Commission.  Mikus would like to see a brief synopsis of what was said under Public Comment. 
Mikus moved Dinse supported to approve the January 14, 2009 regular meeting minutes as amended.  Ayes: all.  Motion carried.
1-20-09 – special meeting

Lannen moved Stovak supported to approve the January 20, 2009 special meeting minutes as presented.  Ayes: all.  Motion carried.
Financial Report

No financial report was submitted

a.) Budget Amendments

None
b.) Motion to pay the bills and payroll

General Fund, Construction Code, Sewer Fund and Water Fund check #s 10496-10590
Payroll Fund Check #s 19058-19169
Barker moved Gallinat supported to pay the bills and approve payroll as submitted.  Ayes: all.  Motion carried.

Correspondence

· Request for recycling and composting program from Isabella County (referred to the Public Works Committee for recommendation to the Board)
Approval of Agenda

Add under “New Business” 12.) Discussion of Bond and Fire Payments
Gallinat moved Stovak supported to approve the agenda as amended.  Ayes: all.  Motion carried.
Public Comment

No comments were offered.
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NEW BUSINESS
1.)  MAC 3 TV Annual Report – Jan Howard
  Jan Howard Executive Director of MAC 3 TV presented the annual report to the Board.
2.) Contract with MAC 3 TV – Jan Howard
 This item was postponed until the contract is available for the Board’s review.
3.) Discussion of Reorganizing Township Government and First Steps - Supervisor
 Barker stated that he would like to discuss the hiring of an interim manager, and  

 temporary Bookkeeper/Human Resources Assistant.
 Gallinat moved Dinse supported to go to an informal committee as a whole for

 discussion.  Ayes: all.  Motion carried.
 A discussion was held on the pros and cons of hiring an interim manager and a temporary 

 Bookkeeper/Human Resources Assistant.

 Dinse moved Gallinat supported to end the committee as a whole session.  Ayes: all.  
 Motion carried.
 Dinse moved Lannen supported to authorize the Supervisor to hire Mike Kantner from 

 Accounttemps as a temporary Bookkeeper/Human Resources Assistant at a rate of $30.56 
 per hour.  Ayes: 5. Nays: 2 
4.) Deputy Clerk Discussion - Clerk
 Gallinat moved Barker supported to authorize the Clerk to compensate Katie Soltysiak 

 the Deputy Clerk $9.84 per hour at a maximum of 24 hours per week beginning 
 February 12, 2009 through May of 2009.  Ayes: 6.  Nays: 1.  Motion carried.
5.) Township Financial Software Proposal and Discussion - Supervisor
 Barker informed the Board that the township is looking into the BS & A Software  

 Program and that there will be a presentation of the software on Wednesday, February 18,  

 2009 at 10:00 a.m. 
6.) Land Division – Sharron Sprague, Parcel #37-14- 008-30-002-00
 Verwey moved Stovak supported to accept the Assessor’s recommendation and approve
  the land division for Sharron Sprague, parcel #37-14-008-30-002-00 with conditions and 

  have the description filed with the minutes.  Ayes: all.  Motion carried.

7.) Process for Initiating Payment of AP Invoices - Treasurer
Treasurer Stovak presented a draft for the process for initiating payment of accounts 
 payable invoices.
 Stovak moved Dinse supported to approve the draft for the process for initiating  

 payment of accounts payable invoices.  Ayes: all.  Motion carried.

8.) Discussion of Per Diem Payments
This item was referred to the Personnel Committee for a recommendation at the February 25, 2009 meeting.
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9.) Meter Reading Equipment Purchase – Utilities Coordinator
Dinse moved Stovak supported to accept the Utility Coordinator’s recommendation and 
approve the purchase of a 5002 model hand held meter reader, auto gun and charging 

Stand from Etna Supply at a cost of $12,000.00.   Ayes: all.  Motion carried.

10.)   Generator Purchase – Utilities Coordinator
  Mikus moved Verwey supported to accept the Utility Coordinator’s recommendation 
  and approve the purchase of a portable generator from Cummins Bridgeway in the 
  amount of $44,849.00.  Ayes: all.  Motion carried.

  The utility coordinator will look into the cost of a natural gas generator for the

  McDonald Drive Liftstation and bring back to the Board.

11.)   Appointments to Planning Commission, Sustainability Committee and Parks and 
  Recreation Task Force

  Dinse moved Gallinat supported to accept the Supervisor’s recommendation and 
  appoint Philip Hertzler to the Planning Commission.  Ayes: all.  Motion carried.
  Lannen moved Mikus supported to accept the Supervisor’s recommendation and 

  appoint Robert Dvorak, Julie Rookard and Sharon Ellis to the Parks and Recreation

  Task Force.  Ayes: all.  Motion carried.
  Stovak moved Verwey supported to accept the Supervisor’s recommendation and

  Appoint Dr. Savrit Choudhary to the Community Sustainability Committee.  Ayes: 
  all.  Motion carried.

12.)   Discussion of Bond and Fire Payments
  Treasurer Stovak presented the bond and fire expenditures to the Board.
Other Business

· Gallinat reminded the Board of the Open Meetings Act and stated that committee meetings should be posted and minutes need to be taken.
· Lannen wished Isabella County happy 150th birthday

· Verwey stated that he would be attending the Isabella County Road Commission meeting on February 12, 2009.

Extended Public Comment

· Ken Schaeffer 552 S. Whiteville Rd. addressed the Board and stated his concerns on sidewalks, his W-2 form, the temporary bookkeeper and the deputy clerk.
Adjournment

Mikus moved Stovak supported to adjourn the meeting at 9:31p.m.
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APPROVED BY:                        ___________________________________________






Peter Gallinat, Clerk




               ___________________________________________






John Barker, Supervisor

(Recorded by Kathy Blizzard)
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